            


   City of Bristow
The Woodland Queen
   
EST. 1898
JANUARY 26, 2022
SPECIAL MINUTES

The Meeting of the Bristow City Council Special Meeting was called to order in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building at 6:30 P.M. A roll call was had with the following members present. Mayor Rick Pinson, Councilman: Joe Church, Brandon Flood, Judd Johns, Jeff Roberts, Jeff Willeford, Randy Witty and Kris Wyatt. Absent Councilmembers: Tex Slyman 
Mayor Rick Pinson wanted to thank everyone for coming to the Special Meeting tonight.  He announced that for those citizens that have signed up to speak, they will have a 3-minute time limit.  He will allow the Citizens to speak first then the Council. 
Citizens that signed up to speak. 

Matt Smith.  Matt stated the city needs unity, not conformity. On May 1, 2019 the Vision plan was approved, with the plan to change the form of government.  The Mayor and Council approved this plan to allow for a change to a city manager form of government and allowed the citizens of Bristow to decide. 

Bob Wyatt.  Bob stated he doesn’t think that one person should decide, he feels that we should have trust in domesticity and he wants a voice for himself.

Mark Evans. Mark wanted to talk about agenda item #5

Cody Beach: Cody stated that we approved the Vision Plan.

Ty Biggs:  Ty said he signed the sheet, but didn’t mean to, thought that you had to. 
Stan Earnhardt.  Stan stated he has been where the council is tonight.  He had served on the council for 18 years. He stated he is personally concerned because he knows cities that have a city manager, and the councilman are not to talk to anyone or any of the employees are not allowed to talk to the councilman, they have to go directly to the city manager.  He feels the city manager will cost a lot and not sure if the city can afford it. He feels due to the cost of a city manager, he does not feel that the city will get an experienced city manager. He feels we would probably get someone with very little experience. As of right now we have 9 city managers. If this passes, we will be down to a one-man council.  I would like to ask the council to pass this to another ballot due to not knowing much about this.  He himself needs to know more about this form of government.  
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Mayor and Council time to speak:

Mayor Rick Pinson:  Mayor stated that there has been a lot of good things done in the 3 years he has been in office and there are good things coming. He feels like the citizens should have a right to vote for the Mayor and Council.  He feels that everyone should really think long and hard before asking for a change in the form of government we have.  

Councilman Judd Johns: Judd stated the council need to really set down and talk about this, ask lots of questions and get answers. He said For Example: “what happens to mayor”, “who hires”, “who fires”, “what are the councilman’s rolls”, “will the council have a say”, “Ask OML with this form of government, will the council be at large”, “does the citizens have a say”.  Stuff like this.  I feel like we should form a committee and look into these kinds of questions.  We should look into this before we move forward. We should hold a public meeting to see what the community has to say.  At this time, he does not like the way the resolution has been written and would like more time to look into this before voting this in. 

Councilman Randy Witty: Randy stated the timing is critical.  The vote has to be done now in order for this to be on the April ballot.  The community has asked for this to be done.   He feels the change to a city manager form of government will not be bad for the city.   The city manager will be someone the council will hire or fire and this will limit his power.  He feels this shouldn’t be passed. This should be voted on now. If we don’t like what we get, we can change it.  Contracts can be changed. They are subject to change upon councils’ recommendation at any point. 
Councilman Joe Church: Joe stated we have a Republican Government now; we have council and a mayor that are voted in by the people.  I am for the form of government that we have now.  We are for the people.  I feel that a city manager form of government will be a dictator. 

Councilman Kris Wyatt: Kris stated she doesn’t know a lot about this form of government, but feels that the city should research this and be allowed to vote to make a change to the form of government. We will have several weeks to look into this and make ourselves aware.  I would love to have the opportunity to vote and bring people in to vote their choice. 
Councilman Jeff Robert: Jeff stated he has always been a fan of change; feels we should wait till we grow some and does feel this is not the right time.  He stated he has been on the council for 6 years, and this is the first time in a long time, the moral around the city is this good. I do feel that the citizens should be able to make discussion, but don’t think this is the right time. 
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Beth Anne Childs, stated there has been several discussions on this matter.  She wanted the council to know she has contacted Margaret Love on this and has had long discussions with her about this. They both feel that the resolution should have the 4 proposals on it and that is why it is drafted that way. There are a couple things that as a councilman you might look at. One, to appoint a committee to look into this further; and two, if you want this to be on the April Ballot, the resolution has to be adopted tonight. 

Motion was made by Randy with a second by Flood approving changing the City of Bristow’s form of government, including timing, submission to the voters, advantages, disadvantages, and other related matters. A roll call was had with the following members present voting as follows: Church, no; Flood, Aye; Johns, no; Roberts, no; Willeford, Aye; Witty, Aye and Wyatt, Aye; Motion passed.

Motion was made by Randy with a second by Flood approving to adopt a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Bristow, Oklahoma, and Mayoral proclamation calling for an election in the City of Bristow, Oklahoma, on April 5, 2022, for the purpose of submitting questions to the registered voters amending the Charter to change the form of government from a statutory strong mayor-city council form of government to a statutory council-manager form of government and providing for duties of a city manager and the Mayor; and providing for the conduct of the election by the Creek County Election Board. A roll call was had with the following members present voting as follows: Church, no; Flood, Aye; Johns, no; Roberts, no; Willeford, Aye; Witty, Aye and Wyatt, Aye; Motion passed.  This is Resolution #R1210-011822.
Citizens that signed up to speak on agenda item #5

Mark Evans with Cornerstone Church stated that his church has had quite a journey.  In 2013 the EPA shut down their church to do a super fund site.  Several people had helped their church and he is very grateful.  His church has purchased several acres north town.  They have interacted with the turnpike authority, creek nation, a couple hotels and a couple developers. Our church would like to see that Bristow receive the tax dollars and would like to see Bristow grow.  
Matt Smith: Matt stated that we need to allow any company to come into town, he thinks it is very silly to put an ordinance in place when we don’t even have a hospital yet and it maybe up to 7 months to get one in place. He feels this would be bad because he knows of someone that died in an ambulance ride to Tulsa.  
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Holly Graham: Stated she is with Endeavor health care and had an urgent care clinic in town and has to send a lot of her business-like X-ray, lab and emergency room type things            to another town since we don’t have anything thing here in Bristow.  She doesn’t feel this ordinance should be in place.  
Dr Jason Remington: Jason stated he is from the Utica Park Hillcrest clinic and has been very discouraged. Since the hospital does not exist anymore, he has to send all his patients out of town for X-ray and lab.  He feels that we shouldn’t put this in place. That if someone wants to come to town, they could offer a lot of services and provide very good health care.    

At this time, Beth Anne suggested that agenda item #5 be tabled to allow her and the council to look into this further. 

Motion was made by Roberts with a second by Johns approving to table at this time the  Consideration, discussion, and possible adoption of an Ordinance Relating To Chapter 16, “Licensing and Business Regulations,” Article VIII, “Hospitals, Ambulatory Surgical Care Facilities or Centers, and Diagnostic and Treatment Services,” of the Code of Ordinances of The City of Bristow, Oklahoma, and specifically adding Section 16-180,  “Definitions;” Section 16-181, “New Hospitals;” Section 16-182, “New Ambulatory Surgical Care Facilities;” Section 16-183, “New Facilities with Diagnostic And Treatment Services;” Providing for Severability; and Repealing All Ordinances or Parts of Ordinances in Conflict. A roll call was had with the following members present voting as follows: Church, Aye; Flood, Aye; Johns, Aye; Roberts, Aye; Willeford, Aye; Witty, Aye and Wyatt, Aye. Motion passed.

Motion was made by Roberts with a second by Johns approving to adjourn. A roll call was had with the following members present voting as follows: Church, Aye; Flood, Aye; Johns, Aye; Roberts, Aye; Willeford, Aye; Witty, Aye and Wyatt; Aye. Motion passed.

______________________________


_______________________________

SABRINA MOUNCE, CITY CLERK


RICK PINSON, MAYOR
         Bristow


 








